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Frontier has a variety of meanings ranging from a far-flung edge of a state, an outlying community loosely
aligning with the center, to peripheral human groups nevertheless much into their own cultural traditions.
Frontiers however have played a central role in shaping human histories and thus created histories of their own.
This course hopes to shed light on a few general inquiries about frontier =~ and frontierness by engaging some
critical events, junctures, movements and human groups on Chinese frontiers mostly in the 19th and 20th
centuries. First, we will have historical tours to some major frontier zones in China particularly back to the late

imperial period. Where are the Chinese frontier societies? What does the frontier society mean to the gigantic
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spatial and cultural entity called China? Who are the social actors in the frontier societies, how do they identity
themselves and how do they interact with people outside frontier? Second, this course will introduce some of]
the critical intellectual frames the social scientific scholarship has raised to probe the frontier. What intellectual
tools are at our disposal to conceptualize the frontier? In what processual dynamics does a frontier society
change? What functions does a frontier serve and to which interest? What relational format characterizes the
interactions between states, regions, political powers or cultural fabrications that are conjoined by a frontier?
This course goes between regional studies and conceptual framings and we encourage students to go

comparative either across frontier zones in China and/or between different cognitive frameworks about frontier.
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For more than half a century, economists around the world have begun to pay attention to education issues
and made important theoretical contributions to promote the development of economics of education as an

interdisciplinary research field and major. Using the perspective of economics to look at education issues and




2025 FFHIRFH KRG 2 WA RORTE M B

educational phenomena is helpful to understand how individuals estimate costs and benefits under the budget
constraint, and make decisions based on the principle of utility maximization, as well as understand the

underlying mechanism and possible impact of educational policies and interventions.

This course aims to help students understand how economists think about educational phenomena,
evaluate education policies, master the way of analyzing education issues with economic thinking, and
understand the development and frontier of the research field. Specially, this course includes: input and output
of education, economic and non-economic benefits of education, investment and cost of education, individual
school choice and college choice, education and labor market, education and social equity, etc.

Faculties will introduce the theoretical system in detail and organize students to participate in wide
discussion about educational cases and hot issues in China to improve students' ability of communication and
expression, team work, and critical thinking, etc. Meanwhile, faculties will introduce some classic research in
related research field to expand the depth and breadth of students' thinking about education issues and improve

students’ academic interests, ability of conducting empirical research and academic writing etc.
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This course aims to guide the students to understand the unique visual and material culture of ancient

Mesopotamia as the "cradle of civilization" through the seeing and reading of ancient sites and artifacts.
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"European Culture = From Classical Greece to the Renaissance" is a general course of Peking
University. It is a national outstanding course selected by the Ministry of Education in 2006, a first -class
undergraduate course selected by the Ministry of Education in 2018, and a national excellent resource
sharing course selected in 2014. The purpose of this course is to help college students look at the world
through China viewpoint and become an innovative talent by improving their humanist spirit and academic

ability in the new era.
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The sociological perspective of death, dying and bereavement is one of the courses that are specially set
for the undergraduate at the university. At present, there are few studies about the course of the sociology of
dying and death in domestic universities, and there are relatively few related teaching materials about the
sociology of dying and death. To this end, this course focuses on the social and economic background of
China's social and economic transformation from the perspective of sociology, especially in the macro
background of population aging and the key issues related to death, death and loss of pro. The contents of the
course include realistic background, research object, study of death society related theories, research methods
and other aspects, the focus from the interdisciplinary (especially Sociology) and cross culture on death
education, death process, causes of death and hospice care type to deal with issues such as rational

interpretation.
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Aural Culture and World Civilization is a new perspective-oriented core Liberal arts course which based
on the core principles of phenomena, music, questions, documents, and time & space under the circumstance of]

Modern/ Post-Modern Age, the instructor, and his group hope that it will give a response to five major

questions: What is aural culture? Why is it the witness and awareness of people, history, and culture for the
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world? Why is it an expression and identification of the values and intangible heritage of ideas, culture, and
art? Why does aural insight influence and impact the way of watching and understanding of human beings?
How has the evolution of aural culture produced and constructed world civilization? Audiences will be guided
with around four strands: 1. The phenomenon of Aural Culture as a question; 2. The changes in the history of]
ideas under the reading materials; 3. The auditory samples which selected from typical musical pieces as the
core presentation; 4. Learning and understanding the lecture along with that of the related Chinese and Western
Music and Culture of PKU and lecture concert in live. We are very much seeking to rationalize and critically
reflect on many long-standing issues in the academic world in a dual context of globalization and localization,
and to promote the development and improvement of music practice and research under the new liberal arts
concept in a multidisciplinary, interdisciplinary, and supra-disciplinary manner. The course also be very happy
to foster the independent thinking which based on comprehensive knowledge, with the goal of developing a
holistic view of music history and culture from both a global and Chinese perspective, reflecting the multiple

concerns of the focus of course.
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BRI A Selected Readings of Chinese Modern Fiction
I 35) 30340106
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This course focuses on the youthful imagination in the history of modern and contemporary literature, and
selects representative fiction to provide an in-depth explanation, training the reader's ability to perceive literary
language and literary beauty, to understand the multi-layered connotations hidden in the works, and thus to
discover the richness of human nature. It also provides students with a practical understanding of the literary,
cultural and social development of contemporary Chinese society, and the complex interaction between

literature and society. Appreciate the significance of literature in today's situation.
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R AR The Philosophy of Zhuangzi
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Zhuangzi is one of the most distinctive figures in the history of Chinese philosophy. His thoughts on the

ideal way of life and the world at large marked an important chapter that resonated time and again in the
history of Chinese thought. This course will examine passages from the inner, outer, and miscellanecous
chapters of the Zhuangzi to reveal his profound understanding and incisive arguments on issues including life
and the universe, human desires and human nature, rationality and intelligence, ethics and politics, order and
chaos, aesthetics and creative freedom. These discussions will be supplemented by comparative studies with
Confucianism and the western philosophical tradition, in hopes of outlining the breadth, uniqueness, profundity

and the characteristically whimsical nature of Zhuangzi’s works.
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This course puts ZI ZHI TONG JIAN in the context of its time, discusses its chance of birth, textual

features and ideological connotations, and further explores the nature of historical writing.
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